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Abstract

he Puerto Rican parrot Amazona vittata was in the past

an abundant species that had a widespread distribution
in Puerto Rico and some nearby islands. Fossil remains
indicate an area of distribution of about 400 miles from Mona
Island 1n the west to Barbuda Island in the east. Duning the
last two hundred vears habitat destruction, natural disasters,
human activity. predators and competition from recently
arrived bird species all contributed to a precipitous decline
in the population of the parrot. When faced with the
possibility of the imminent extinction of the PR, parrot the US
Fish and Wildlife Service began a captive propagation
program in 1971 In 1993 some parrots were moved to the Rio
Abajo Aviary, which 15 managed by the Department of Natural
and Enviromental Resources of PR. to establish a second
captive population. This was done because 1t was thought
the Karst region might provide a better environment in which
to pursue the captive propagation of the parrot. Another
reason for the establishment of a second population was the

concern that disease or an unforeseen catastrophe could
wipe out the species 1f all individual were 1n the same place.

Since 1993 the aviary has produced 126 Puerto Rican
parrots and 420 Hispaniolan parrots. The adult hispaniolan
parrots are used as foster parents for some Puertorican eggs.

Some PR parrot pairs are double cluiched. The first cluich
of eggs 1s fostered to a Hispaniolan pair. We follow a seasonal
cvcle of work based on the reproductive cycle of the PR
parrots. The PR chicks are allowed to spend as much time
with their parents as possible and great pains are taken to
give them a proper socialization experience once they are
separated from their parents. we believe this makes them
better breeders.

The proper management of the flock requires a careful
assessment of the behavior of each pair and 1ts placement in
the aviary. A committed and knowledgeable staff is essential
for the success of the program because they are the ones
that are closest with the parrots and that can evaluate them
better. The environment of the Karst area i1s considered more
favorable for the reproduction of the PR parrot than Lugullo
mainly due to its lower humidity which helps the normal
development of the eggs and seems to limits microbial
growth in the nest material which might affect the survival of
eggs and chicks.

The Rio Abajo aviary 1s managing the parrots that will
be released in ways that will enhance their survival once
released. How the parrot will interact with predators and
competitors in the Karst area is not yet clear but it 1s thought
that thev are present m the Karst in lower densities than at
Lugquillo. The greatest unknown 1s how the local population
will interact with the released parrots. In a recent meeting
with people from the communities near the release area they
expressed very positive feelings about the PR parrot. The
fact that the people of the communities regard the
remtroduction of the PR parrot as a good thing 15 an excellent
signal that the conservation message has taken root i the
local area.
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Resumen

]'_:11 cotorra de Puerto Rico era, en ttempos prehustoricos v
urante la colonizacion de Puerto Rico, una especie

abundante que disfrutaba de una amplia distribucion en el

Caribe Omnental. En el siglo XIX la especie comenzo a

reducirse en niimero y a desaparecer de partes de su area de

distribucion. Esta tendencia se acelerd y alcanzo su climax a

FOCUSIV.2 (2005) 3946
























